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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The Trinity Catechism was produced by the elders of Trinity Fellowship Churches to be used by individuals, families, and churches seeking to grow in Christ. Historically, catechisms are a complement to a confession of faith, combining doctrine and more practical matters of the Christian life.

      Catechisms can be useful if they are read as part of one’s devotional time with the Lord. Reading a question or two at a time as a daily or weekly habit can have great benefit. The Catechism (or a portion of it) could be memorized so that key doctrines are more accessible. For family worship, a person might read the question, have his family read the answer, and then they could together look up the Scriptures listed (or some of them) for further discussion. In a church a question or two could be read as part of the Lord’s day gathering.

      The Trinity Catechism, like The Trinity Confession of Faith, is built on the work of others. Of the 104 questions, about half are taken from other catechisms: 45 come directly from the 1647 Westminster Shorter Catechism, six from Benjamin Keach's 17th century Baptist Catechism, four from John Piper’s 1986 A Baptist Catechism,⁠1 and one is from the 1563 Heidelberg Catechism. Twenty-one are original with The Trinity Catechism, and the remaining 27 come from the WSC but with sometimes significant changes.

      May the Lord use this means of grace to build up his people for the glory of his name.

      

      The elders of TFC

      June 2024

    

    
      
        
        

        
          1 Questions 6, 77, 85, and 87 come from John Piper’s questions 5, 89, and 105–106, respectively (A Baptist Catechism, DesiringGod.org, January, 1986).

          

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            OUR CHIEF END AND COMFORT

          

          QUESTIONS 1-3

        

      

    

    
      1. Who is the first and greatest of all beings?

      God is the first and greatest of all beings.

      
        
        Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.

        Psalm 97:9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.

        Isaiah 44:6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.”

      

      

      2. What is the chief end of man?

      Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

        Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

        Psalm 73:25–28 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 28 But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.

      

      

      3. What is our only comfort in life and death?

      Our only comfort is that we, with body and soul, both in life and death, are not our own, but belong to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ; who, with his precious blood, has fully paid for all our sins, and delivered us from all the power of the devil; and so preserves us that apart from the will of our heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from our heads. Yes, all things must work together for our salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures us of eternal life and makes us sincerely willing and ready, from now on, to live for him.

      
        
        Romans 14:7–8 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

        1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own.

        1 Corinthians 3:23 You are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

        Titus 2:14 [He] gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

        1 Peter 1:18–19 You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

        1 John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

        Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.

        John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

        Matthew 10:29–31 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

        Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

        Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.

        Romans 8:3–4 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            GOD THE CREATOR

          

          QUESTIONS 4-19

        

      

    

    
      4. How do we know there is a God?

      God reveals himself in creation and all people know there is a God, but a saving knowledge of God comes only through the Word and Spirit of God.

      
        
        Psalm 19:1–2 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.

        Romans 1:18–20 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

        2 Timothy 3:15 From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

        1 Corinthians 2:9–14 As it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

      

      

      5. What is the Word of God?

      The Word of God is the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. They are inspired by God and so without error, sufficient for faith and godly living, and authoritative in all they teach.

      
        
        2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

        Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

        2 Timothy 3:16–17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

      

      

      6. How do we know that the Bible is the Word of God?

      The Bible evidences itself to be God's Word by the heavenliness of its doctrine, the unity of its parts, and its power to convert sinners and to edify saints. Yet, only the Spirit of God, bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in our hearts, is able to persuade us fully that the Bible is the Word of God.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 2:6–7 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.

        1 Corinthians 2:13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

        Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.

        Psalm 119:129 Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.

        Acts 10:43 “To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

        Acts 26:22 “To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass.”

        Acts 18:28 He powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

        Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

        Psalm 19:7–9 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

        John 16:13–14 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

        1 Peter 1:23–25 You have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

      

      

      7. What do the Scriptures principally teach?

      The Scriptures principally teach what we are to believe concerning God and what duty he requires of us.

      
        
        2 Timothy 3:16–17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

        John 20:30–31 Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

        Acts 24:14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets.

        1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

        Ecclesiastes 12:13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.

      

      

      8. What is God?

      God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

      
        
        John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

        Job 11:7–9 “Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit of the Almighty? 8 It is higher than heaven—what can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know? 9 Its measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.”

        Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

        James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

        Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

        Psalm 147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.

        Revelation 4:8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

        Revelation 15:4 “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” Exodus 34:6–7 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.”

      

      

      9. Are there more gods than one?

      There is only one living and true God.

      
        
        Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

        Jeremiah 10:10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his indignation.

      

      

      10. How many persons are there in the Godhead?

      There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are one God, the same in essence and equal in power and glory.

      
        
        Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

        John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.”

        John 14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

        Acts 5:3–4 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”

        1 Corinthians 8:6 There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

        2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

      

      

      11. What is God’s decree?

      God’s decree is his ordaining from eternity whatever comes to pass, all according to his own good pleasure and for his own glory.

      
        
        Psalm 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

        Ephesians 1:4 He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. Ephesians 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will.

        Romans 9:22–23 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory.

        Daniel 4:35 All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”

        Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

      

      

      12. How does God execute his decree?

      God executes his decree through his works of creation and providence.

      
        
        Genesis 1:1–3 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

        Psalm 148:7–8 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 8 fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!

        Isaiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power, not one is missing.

        Daniel 4:35 All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”

        Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”

        Acts 4:24–28 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.”

        Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

      

      

      13. What is God’s work of creation?

      God’s work of creation is his making all things out of nothing by the word of his power. He did this in six days, and it was all very good.

      
        
        Genesis 1:1, 31 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth....And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

        Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

      

      

      14. How did God create us?

      God created us male and female after his own image in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. He gave us an immortal soul and dominion over the creatures. We are each either a man or a woman according to his good purposes for us.

      
        
        Genesis 1:26–28 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

        Genesis 2:7–8 Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.

        Genesis 2:15–18 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”

        Genesis 2:21–23 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

        Colossians 3:10 [You] have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.

        Ephesians 4:24 Put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

        Romans 2:14–15 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them.

        Ecclesiastes 7:29 See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes.

        Matthew 10:28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

      

      

      15. What does it mean to be a man?

      A man is created a biological male by God to work, cultivate, and keep what is entrusted to him. Spiritually, he is a son, brother, and father; and these are potentially true in his body as well.

      
        
        Genesis 2:7–8 Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.

        Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.

        Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

        1 Corinthians 16:13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.

        Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

        Philippians 2:22 But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel.

        1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as brother.

        1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.

        1 Corinthians 11:8–9 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. 9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.

      

      

      16. What does it mean to be a woman?

      A woman is created a biological female by God to help, nurture, and bring life to those given to her. Spiritually, she is a daughter, sister, and mother; and these are potentially true in her body as well.

      
        
        Genesis 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”

        Genesis 2:21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.

        Genesis 2:23–24 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

        Genesis 3:20 The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

        Romans 16:13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.

        1 Timothy 5:2 [Encourage] older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.

      

      

      17. What is distinctive of a man and a woman in marriage?

      Marriage is between one man and one woman. In a marriage, the husband is the head of the wife, and he is called to love her as Christ loved the church and also to honor and understand her; and the wife is called to love, respect, and submit to her husband, and she is also to adorn herself with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.

      
        
        Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

        1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.

        Ephesians 5:25–27 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

        1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

        Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

        Ephesians 5:33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

        Titus 2:4 [Older women] train the young women to love their husbands and children.

        1 Peter 3:4 Let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.

      

      

      18. What is God’s purpose for marriage?

      God created marriage as a mystery that reflects Christ’s relationship with the Church. It is a covenant ordained at creation. It is for the mutual help, joy, and comfort of husband and wife in prosperity and adversity. It is the exclusive relationship for sexual intimacy and union, for the procreation of children who are to be brought up in the Lord, and for protection from sexual temptation.

      
        
        Ephesians 5:31–32 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

        Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

        Proverbs 31:12 She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.

        Song of Songs 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is better than wine.

        Song of Songs 4:10 How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much better is your love than wine, and the fragrance of your oils than any spice!

        Malachi 2:15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.

        Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

        1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

        1 Corinthians 7:3–5 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

      

      

      19. What are God's works of providence?

      God's works of providence are his holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his creatures and all their actions, ordering them and all things for his own glory.

      
        
        Genesis 8:22 “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”

        Psalm 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.

        Isaiah 28:29 This also comes from the LORD of hosts; he is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.

        Matthew 10:29–31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”

        Acts 17:26 “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place.”

        Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

        Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            SIN AND THE FALL

          

          QUESTIONS 20-24

        

      

    

    
      20. In God’s providence, what covenant relationship did he establish with Adam, the first man?

      God established a covenant of works with Adam and his descendants, which promised life if he obeyed and death if he disobeyed.

      
        
        Genesis 2:16–17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

        Hosea 6:7 But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with me.

        Galatians 3:12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.”

        Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

      

      

      21. Did Adam keep this covenant?

      Adam did not keep this covenant, but through the devices of Satan he sinned when he freely chose to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

      
        
        Genesis 3:1–6 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.

        James 1:13–15 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

      

      

      22. What was the result of eating this fruit?

      Because Adam sinned, sin and death came to all humanity; our natures became corrupted, which is called original sin, leading inevitably to the whole array of our actual sins; and the creation itself was cursed.

      
        
        Genesis 2:16–17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

        Genesis 3:17–19 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

        Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

      

      

      23. What is sin?

      Sin is any lack of conformity to, or transgression of, the law of God.

      
        
        1 John 3:4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.

        Romans 2:14–16 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

        Romans 14:23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

        Romans 8:7–8 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

      

      

      24. What is the penalty for such sin?

      The just penalty for all sin is God’s judgment and eternal wrath and also temporal consequences that God brings.

      
        
        Ephesians 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

        Galatians 3:10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”

        Lamentations 3:39 Why should a living man complain, a man, about the punishment of his sins?

        Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”

        Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHRIST THE REDEEMER

          

          QUESTIONS 25-33

        

      

    

    
      25. Do all experience these effects of sin?

      Though all experience consequences for Adam’s sin, God in his mercy chose to establish a covenant of grace to bring salvation to his chosen people through a Redeemer.

      
        
        Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

        Genesis 15:6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

        Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.”

        Isaiah 54:10 “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.

        Ezekiel 37:26–27 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

        Ephesians 2:4–5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

        Galatians 3:24–29 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

      

      

      26. What is this covenant of grace?

      The covenant of grace is God’s promise to save his elect through the Redeemer given by God to men, the man Christ Jesus. This covenant is first revealed in the Garden and then more fully throughout the Bible until its most complete expression in the new covenant. It is founded in the eternal covenant transaction made between the Father and the Son regarding the redemption of the elect.

      
        
        Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

        Genesis 15:6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

        Ephesians 1:3–6 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

        Hebrews 11:4–7 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

        1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

        Hebrews 8:6–13 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

        Psalm 2:7–8 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.”

        Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.

      

      

      27. What is true of this Redeemer?

      The only Redeemer of God’s chosen people is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the eternal Son of God who became man and continues to be both God and man, two distinct natures in one person forever.

      
        
        1 Timothy 2:5–6 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.

        John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

        Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law.

        Romans 9:5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

        Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” Colossians 2:9 In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.

        Hebrews 7:24–25 He holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

      

      

      28. What offices does Jesus Christ execute as our Redeemer?

      He executes the offices of prophet, priest, and king, both in his humiliation and his exaltation.

      
        
        Psalm 2:6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

        Isaiah 9:6–7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

        Acts 3:22 “Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.’”

        Hebrews 12:25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.

        Hebrews 5:5–7 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.

        Hebrews 7:25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

        Hebrews 12:25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.

        Matthew 21:5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

      

      

      29. How does Christ execute the office of prophet?

      Christ is prophet by being the Word of God and revealing to us by his word, incarnation, and Spirit what God is like and what is his will for our salvation and obedience.

      
        
        Matthew 5:21–22 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.”

        Matthew 5:27–28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

        John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

        John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”

        John 15:15 “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”

        John 20:30–31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

        1 Peter 1:10–12 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.

      

      

      30. How does Christ execute the office of priest?

      Christ is priest by offering himself as a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, by reconciling us to God, and by making continual intercession for us.

      
        
        Hebrews 2:17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

        Hebrews 7:24–25 He holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

        Romans 3:23–26 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

        Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

      

      

      31. How does Christ execute the office of king?

      Christ is king by ruling over us and all things, by conquering all his enemies, by defending us, and by causing us to submit joyfully to him.

      
        
        Matthew 11:27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

        Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

        Isaiah 33:22 For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; he will save us.

        Isaiah 32:1–2 Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice. 2 Each will be like a hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the storm, like streams of water in a dry place, like the shade of a great rock in a weary land.

        1 Corinthians 15:25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

        Revelation 19:16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

      

      

      32. What was Christ’s humiliation?

      Christ’s humiliation was his being born in a low condition under the law; undergoing the miseries of this life; facing the wrath of God and the cursed death of the cross; being buried; and continuing under the power of death for a time.

      
        
        Luke 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

        Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law.

        Hebrews 12:2–3 Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

        Isaiah 53:2–3 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

        Luke 22:44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

        Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

        Philippians 2:8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

        1 Corinthians 15:3–4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.

        Acts 2:24–27 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.

        Acts 2:31 He foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.

      

      

      33. What is Christ’s exaltation?

      Christ’s exaltation is his rising again from the dead on the third day, ascending into heaven, sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and coming again to judge the world on the last day.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 15:4 He was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.

        Acts 1:9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

        Ephesians 1:20 He raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places.

        Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

        Acts 17:31 “He has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE ORDER OF SALVATION

          

          QUESTIONS 34-41

        

      

    

    
      34. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?

      We are made partakers of redemption by the work of the Holy Spirit, who applies Christ’s redemption to us.

      
        
        John 3:5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

        Ezekiel 36:25–27 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

        1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

      

      

      35. Who is the Holy Spirit?

      The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, equal in power, glory, majesty, and deity with the Father and the Son.

      
        
        Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

        Psalm 104:30 When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.

        Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

        Acts 5:3–4 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”

      

      

      36. How does the Holy Spirit apply Christ’s redemption to us?

      The Spirit applies redemption through his effectual call by giving us a new heart, working faith in us, and uniting us to Christ. This call is irresistible, removes our opposition to the gospel, and causes us to embrace Christ as our own.

      
        
        Romans 8:30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

        Ezekiel 36:25-27 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

        John 1:12-13 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

        John 3:5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

        Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

        Colossians 2:11–12 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.

        John 6:44–45 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.”

        2 Thessalonians 2:13–14 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

      

      

      37. What is the gospel?

      The gospel is the good news of Christ’s victory over sin, death, and the devil through his righteous life, atoning death, victorious resurrection, present reign, and imminent return. Through faith in him we are saved from God’s wrath, forgiven of our sins, made new creations, adopted as sons and daughters, and kept for eternity.

      
        
        Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

        Colossians 2:15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

        Mark 1:15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

        Romans 1:16–17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

        Romans 3:23–25 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.

        1 Corinthians 15:1–5 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

      

      

      38. What happens in our heart as a result of our effectual calling?

      When God calls us in this way, we respond with faith and repentance, and then we experience justification, adoption, progressive sanctification, and all the benefits connected to these.

      
        
        Romans 8:30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

        Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.

        1 Corinthians 1:26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.

        1 Corinthians 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption.

        1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

        Galatians 3:26 In Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

      

      

      39. What is justification?

      Justification is an act of God's free grace, which is received by faith alone. In it he pardons all our sins and declares us to be righteous in his sight because of the righteousness of Christ imputed to us.

      
        
        Acts 10:43 “To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

        Romans 3:23–26 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

        Romans 4:5–8 To the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

        Romans 5:17–19 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

        2 Corinthians 5:19 In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

        2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

        Galatians 2:16 We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

        Philippians 3:8–9 I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith.

      

      

      40. What is adoption?

      Adoption is an act of God's free grace by which we are made sons of God, fellow heirs with Christ, and we receive the Spirit of adoption to cry out, “Abba! Father!”

      
        
        John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

        1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

        Romans 8:16–17 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

        Galatians 4:4–6 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

      

      

      41. What is progressive sanctification?

      Progressive sanctification is a work of God’s free grace by which we are enabled more and more to die to sin and live to righteousness and be renewed after the image of God. Though God is the author of all spiritual life and change, we must strive to be holy, for he is holy.

      
        
        1 Peter 2:24a He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.

        Romans 6:19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

        Romans 6:22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

        Ephesians 4:22–24 Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

        1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

        1 Peter 1:15–16 As he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE BENEFITS OF OUR SALVATION IN LIFE, DEATH, AND THE RESURRECTION

          

          QUESTIONS 42-47

        

      

    

    
      42. What benefits do we experience in this life as a result of our justification, adoption, and progressive sanctification?

      These works of the Spirit bring with them communion with God, assurance of his love, peace in our conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, and the grace to persevere to the end.

      
        
        1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

        2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

        Galatians 5:22–23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

        Romans 5:5 Hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

        1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

        1 Peter 1:5 By God’s power [you] are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

      

      

      43. What spiritual gifts can we experience in this life?

      Since all the gifts of the Spirit found in the New Testament continue in this present age, God in his kindness might give any of these to us according to his boundless grace and the need of the moment. We are to desire them earnestly and never to despise them.

      
        
        Luke 11:13 “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

        Ephesians 4:7–14 Grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

        1 Corinthians 12:4–7 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

        1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.

        1 Corinthians 14:39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.

        1 Thessalonians 5:19–21 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.

      

      

      44. What benefits do we receive from Christ at death?

      At death our souls are made perfect in holiness and immediately go to the very presence of God. Our bodies rest in their graves until the resurrection.

      
        
        Luke 23:43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

        Philippians 1:23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.

        2 Corinthians 5:8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

        1 Thessalonians 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

        Job 19:26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God.

      

      

      45. What benefits do we receive from Christ at the resurrection?

      At the resurrection we are raised up bodily in glory, acquitted on the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of God for all eternity.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 15:43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.

        Matthew 25:23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’”

        Matthew 10:32 “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven.”

        1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

        1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

        1 Thessalonians 4:17–18 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

      

      

      46. What happens to the wicked at death?

      At death the souls of the wicked are cast into the torments of hell, and their bodies lie in their graves until the resurrection and day of judgment.

      
        
        Luke 16:22–24 “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’”

        John 5:28 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice.”

      

      

      47. What will happen to the wicked at the resurrection and day of judgment?

      At the resurrection the wicked dead are raised, their souls uniting with their bodies. Then follows the judgment, when all the wicked shall be sentenced to unspeakable torments with the devil and his angels forever.

      
        
        Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

        John 5:28–29 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

        2 Thessalonians 1:9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might.

        Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            OUR DUTY TOWARD GOD

          

          QUESTIONS 48-75

        

      

    

    
      48. What duty does God require of us?

      Our duty is to obey God’s revealed will.

      
        
        Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

        Ecclesiastes 12:13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.

        Psalm 119:4 You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently.

        Romans 2:14–15 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them.

        John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

      

      

      49. How does Jesus summarize this duty toward God?

      “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37–40)

      
        
        Matthew 22:37–40 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

      

      

      50. How do we fulfill the first commandment to love God?

      God calls us to love him by delighting in him, obeying him, and worshiping him with all our thoughts, words, and deeds.

      
        
        Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

        John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

        Romans 12:1–2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

      

      

      51. How do we fulfill the second greatest commandment to love our neighbors?

      God calls us to love our neighbors by doing good works, showing compassion, evangelizing, and doing no wrong to them, all for the glory of God.

      
        
        Luke 10:29–37 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

        Romans 13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

        1 Corinthians 10:31–33 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.

      

      

      52. What other commandments help us to know how to love God and our neighbors?

      The Ten Commandments teach us how to love God and our neighbors.

      
        
        Exodus 20:1–17 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

      

      

      53. Which of these commandments are specifically about loving God and which are about loving our neighbors?

      The first four teach us about loving God, and the last six teach us about loving our neighbors.

      
        
        Romans 13:8–10 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

      

      

      54. What is the preface to the Ten Commandments?

      “And God spoke all these words, saying, ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.’” (Exod 20:1–2)

      
        
        Exodus 20:1–2 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

      

      

      55. What does the preface teach us?

      It teaches us that God is God over all; he is our God by his covenant mercies; and he is our Redeemer. Therefore, we are bound to keep his commandments.

      
        
        Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

        Deuteronomy 11:1 “You shall therefore love the LORD your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments always.”

        1 Peter 1:15–19 As he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

      

      

      56. What is the first commandment?

      “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3)

      57. What does the first commandment require?

      It requires us to know and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our God, and to worship and glorify him accordingly. Nothing and no one else is to be the object of the worship that he alone deserves.

      
        
        1 Chronicles 28:9 “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever.”

        Deuteronomy 26:17 You have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice.

        Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”

        Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.

        Romans 1:21–25 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

      

      

      58. What is the second commandment?

      “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God.” (Exod 20:4–5b)

      
        
        Exodus 20:4–6 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.”

      

      

      59. What does the second commandment require?

      It requires the worship of God in all the ways prescribed in his Word, and it forbids the worship of God by images or in any other way not prescribed in his Word.

      
        
        Deuteronomy 4:23–24 Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and make a carved image, the form of anything that the LORD your God has forbidden you. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

        Deuteronomy 12:32 “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it.”

        Matthew 28:20 “[Teach] them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Leviticus 10:1–2 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.

      

      

      60. What is the third commandment?

      “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.” (Exodus 20:7)

      
        
        Exodus 20:7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.”

      

      

      61. What does the third commandment require?

      It requires revering and forbids profaning or misusing God's names, titles, attributes, ordinances, word, and works in our thoughts and words, whether alone or with others.

      
        
        Psalm 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven.

        Leviticus 19:12 You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.

        Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.

        Isaiah 52:5 Now therefore what have I here,” declares the LORD, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers wail,” declares the LORD, “and continually all the day my name is despised.”

        Matthew 6:9 “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.’”

        Malachi 1:6–7 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ 7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By saying that the LORD’S table may be despised.

      

      

      62. What is the fourth commandment?

      “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God." (Exod 20:8–10a)

      
        
        Exodus 20:8–11 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

      

      

      63. What does the fourth commandment require?

      It requires that we regularly gather with God's people to worship him in ways pleasing to him, live in the good of Christ's Sabbath rest now as we await our glorious rest to come, and perform our labor with diligence in the fear of God.

      
        
        Hebrews 10:24–25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

        Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight.

        Hebrews 4:1–11 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said, “They shall not enter my rest.” 6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.

        Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.

      

      

      64. What is the fifth commandment?

      “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12)

      65. What does the fifth commandment require?

      It requires that we honor our father and mother as is appropriate to their position and authority, and this is blessed by God. Further, we are to honor all those in authority over us.

      
        
        1 Peter 2:17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

        Titus 3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work.

        Ephesians 5:22-6:9 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.

        Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

      

      

      66. What is the sixth commandment?

      “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13)

      67. What does the sixth commandment require?

      It forbids any unlawful taking of a life, our own or any other. Neither are we to be sinfully angry, which is murder in the heart. Instead, we are to protect the life of our neighbor when it is in our power to do so and avoid anything that leads to his harm.

      
        
        Matthew 5:21–26 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

        Deuteronomy 24:19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

        Luke 10:33–34 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him.

        Romans 13:9–10 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

      

      

      68. What is the seventh commandment?

      “You shall not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14)

      69. What does the seventh commandment require?

      It requires that we be sexually pure in thought, word, and deed; and that we highly honor the institution of marriage. We are also to protect the sexual purity of others when it is in our power to do so.

      
        
        Matthew 5:27–30 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.”

        Hebrews 13:4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.

        1 Timothy 2:9–10 Women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.

      

      

      70. What is the eighth commandment?

      “You shall not steal.” (Exodus 20:15)

      71. What does the eighth commandment require?

      It requires that we not steal the property of another directly or through deception. Instead, we are to live lives of productive labor and be generous toward those in need.

      
        
        Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight.

        Ephesians 4:28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.

      

      

      72. What is the ninth commandment?

      “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16)

      73. What does the ninth commandment require?

      It forbids speaking lies about others or slandering a person’s good name. Instead, we are to speak truth in love whenever we speak.

      
        
        Deuteronomy 19:16–21 If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17 then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who are in office in those days. 18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 And the rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not pity. It shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

        Ephesians 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.

        Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.

        Proverbs 14:5 A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies.

        Proverbs 14:25 A truthful witness saves lives, but one who breathes out lies is deceitful.

        Proverbs 22:1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.

      

      

      74. What is the tenth commandment?

      You shall not covet anything that is your neighbor’s.

      
        
        Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

      

      

      75. What does the tenth commandment require?

      It forbids any lust, envy, greed, or jealousy and requires that we be content with what the Lord has provided to our neighbors and to us.

      
        
        Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

        Hebrews 13:5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

        Matthew 6:25–33 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

        Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.

        1 Corinthians 13:4–5 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONVERSION AND BAPTISM

          

          QUESTIONS 76-83

        

      

    

    
      76. Is anyone able to keep God’s commandments perfectly?

      Since the fall, no mere person keeps the commandments of God perfectly. The unregenerate person lacks all ability, and the regenerate person will still sin until he is glorified.

      
        
        Ecclesiastes 7:20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.

        Genesis 6:5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

        Genesis 8:21 And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done.”

        James 3:2, 8 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body....No human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

        Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

        Galatians 5:17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.

        1 John 1:8–10 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

      

      

      77. What then is the purpose of the law since the fall?

      The law reveals the righteousness of God. For God’s people it also reveals his will, and for the ungodly it convicts of sin so they might be restrained in their sins and even brought to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

      
        
        Romans 3:31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

        Romans 3:19–20 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

        Romans 7:7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

        1 Timothy 1:8–9a Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners.

        Galatians 3:24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.

      

      

      78. What is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?

      Faith in Christ is a saving grace by which we believe what God says about Christ in his Word and then receive and rest upon Christ alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel.

      
        
        Genesis 15:6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

        Ephesians 2:8–10 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

        John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

      

      

      79. Are we saved by faith alone?

      We are saved by faith alone, but true faith always leads to repentance and a life of good works.

      
        
        Ephesians 2:8–10 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

        James 2:14–17 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

      

      

      80. What is repentance?

      Repentance is a saving grace by which we understand our sin and the mercy of God and turn from our sin to God to live fully pleasing to him.

      
        
        Acts 2:37–38 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

        Joel 2:13 “Rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.

        2 Corinthians 7:10–11 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.

        Romans 6:17–18 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

        Colossians 1:9–10 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

      

      

      81. What act of obedience is to follow faith and repentance?

      Baptism by immersion in water is to follow faith and repentance.

      
        
        Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

      

      

      82. What is baptism?

      Baptism is immersion in water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and signifies our being grafted into Christ, receiving the benefits of the covenant of grace, and walking in newness of life.

      
        
        Matthew 3:16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him.

        Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

        Romans 6:3–4 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

        1 Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

      

      

      83. Who should be baptized?

      Baptism should be administered to all those who sincerely profess faith in and submit to our Lord Jesus Christ and repentance towards God. No others should be baptized.

      
        
        1 Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

        Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

        Acts 10:47–48 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.
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          QUESTIONS 84-91

        

      

    

    
      84. What act of obedience should follow baptism?

      Those who are rightly baptized should join a visible and orderly church of Jesus Christ.

      
        
        Acts 2:41–42 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

      

      

      85. What is the visible or local church?

      The visible or local church is the organized community of professing believers in any time and place, which is marked by the preaching of the Word, administering the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and exercising church discipline.

      
        
        1 Timothy 3:14–15 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.

        Acts 14:23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

        1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

        Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

        Ephesians 4:11–12 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.

        2 Timothy 4:1–2 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.

        Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

        Matthew 28:19–20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

      

      

      86. Whom does God set apart to lead a local church?

      To lead a local church, God sets apart gifted and qualified men to serve as elders, who are also called pastors or overseers.

      
        
        Acts 20:28 “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”

        1 Timothy 3:1–7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

        Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

        1 Peter 5:1–4 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

      

      

      87. What is the invisible church?

      The invisible church is the whole number of the elect who have been, are, or shall be gathered into one body under Christ the head.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

        Ephesians 1:22–23 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

        John 10:16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

        John 11:51–52 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.

      

      

      88. What has God commanded the church to do when it gathers for worship?

      A church when it gathers for worship is to read and preach the Word; partake of the sacraments; sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; pray; fellowship; practice the whole array of spiritual gifts; and be equipped for mission.

      
        
        Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

        Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight.

        2 Timothy 4:1–2 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.

        Ephesians 5:18–19 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart.

        1 Timothy 2:1–2 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.

        1 Peter 5:14 Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

        1 Peter 4:10–11 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

        1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

        1 Corinthians 14:26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.

        Matthew 28:19–20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

      

      

      89. What is a sacrament, and what are the sacraments of the church?

      A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ, which is a visible sign of an invisible grace and a seal of the covenant of grace. The two sacraments are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

      
        
        Romans 4:11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well.

        Matthew 28:19–20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

        1 Corinthians 11:17–26 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

      

      

      90. What is the Lord's Supper?

      The Lord's Supper was instituted by Christ himself as a means for us to remember, participate in, and proclaim his death until he comes again. Through the simple act of eating the bread and drinking the cup in faith, we feast on Christ and affirm our union with him and each other.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 11:23–26 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

        1 Corinthians 10:16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?

      

      

      91. What is required for us to receive the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner?

      We must receive the Lord’s Supper with sincere faith in Christ, true repentance, a discernment of the body of Christ, and unity of spirit with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

      
        
        1 Corinthians 11:27–31 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.

        1 Corinthians 5:8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

        2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

        1 Corinthians 11:17–22 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE LORD’S PRAYER

          

          QUESTIONS 92-100

        

      

    

    
      92. What is prayer?

      Prayer is an offering of our hearts to God to lay before him our desires, needs, sins, thanksgivings, and adoration, all in the name of Christ and according to his will.

      
        
        1 John 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.

        1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

        Philippians 4:6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

        Psalm 10:17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear.

        Psalm 145:19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.

        John 14:13–14 “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

      

      

      93. What prayer has been given to us to help us pray according to the Father’s will?

      The Lord’s Prayer, which says, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” (Matt 6:9–13)

      94. What does calling God, “our Father in heaven” teach us?

      It teaches us to draw near to God with all holy fear and confidence, as children to a father who is able and ready to help us.

      
        
        Matthew 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”

        Psalm 103:13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

        Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

        Luke 11:13 “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

        Hebrews 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

      

      

      95. What do we pray for in the first petition, “Hallowed be your name”?

      In this we pray that we and all people would recognize God’s name as holy and live lives that glorify his name.

      
        
        Matthew 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”

        Psalm 115:1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!

        Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

        1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

        1 Peter 1:15–16 As he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

      

      

      96. What do we pray for in the second petition, “Your kingdom come”?

      In this we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed and that the kingdom of God may advance in our lives and in the world around us until it is fully manifested in the new heaven and new earth.

      
        
        Matthew 6:10 “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

        Psalm 68:1 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate him shall flee before him!

        Psalm 68:18 You ascended on high, leading a host of captives in your train and receiving gifts among men, even among the rebellious, that the LORD God may dwell there.

        Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

        Matthew 13:31–32 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

        Revelation 12:10–11 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.”

        Revelation 22:1–5 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

      

      

      97. What do we pray for in the third petition, “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”?

      In this we pray that God by his grace would make us able and willing to know, obey, and submit to his will in all things, as the angels do in heaven.

      
        
        Matthew 6:10 “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

        Psalm 103:20–21 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! 21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!

        Psalm 119:36 Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!

        Matthew 26:39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”

        1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

        Hebrews 13:20–21 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

      

      

      98. What do we pray for in the fourth petition, “Give us this day our daily bread”?

      In this we pray that our daily needs would be met by God’s almighty hand and according to his perfect love and will.

      
        
        Matthew 6:11 “Give us this day our daily bread.”

        Proverbs 30:8–9 Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, 9 lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.

        1 Timothy 6:6–8 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.

        Matthew 6:25–33 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

        Matthew 4:4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

      

      

      99. What do we pray for in the fifth petition, “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”?

      In this we pray that God would freely pardon all our sins because of Christ’s sacrifice, and that this forgiveness would lead us to extend to others the mercy we ourselves have received.

      
        
        Matthew 6:12 “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

        Psalm 51:1–2 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!

        Psalm 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

        Psalm 51:9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

        Matthew 18:33–35 “‘And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

        Luke 11:4 “Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”

        Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

      

      

      100. What do we pray for in the sixth petition, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”?

      In this we pray that God would strengthen us to battle the temptations that come to us from the world, the flesh, and the devil, and that we would increasingly put sin to death.

      
        
        Matthew 6:13 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

        Matthew 26:41 “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

        Romans 8:3–4 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

        1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

        Galatians 5:17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.

        Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            OUR MISSION AND GREAT LONGING

          

          QUESTIONS 101-104

        

      

    

    
      101. What is our mission as the Church until the return of Christ?

      Our mission is to glorify God by making disciples of all nations through obedience to his Word, evangelism, good works, vocational fruitfulness, and establishing churches.

      
        
        Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

        Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

        Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.

        1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

      

      

      102. How do we glorify God with our vocational fruitfulness?

      We are to glorify God above all things by obeying his commands in our families, churches, workplaces, and societies.

      
        
        Romans 12:1–2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

        Ephesians 4:7–16 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

        Ephesians 5:22–6:9 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.

        Colossians 3:12–4:1 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 4:1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

      

      

      103. How do local churches partner with the whole Church in fulfilling the Great Commission?

      Local churches pray and share their resources and people in cooperation with the whole Church to make disciples and plant churches among all the peoples of the earth.

      
        
        Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

        Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

        Acts 13:1–3 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

        Romans 15:18–21 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 21 but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.”

        Ephesians 6:19 [Pray] also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.

        Philippians 1:3–7 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.

        Revelation 5:9–14 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

        Psalm 67:1–7 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 2 that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 6 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. 7 God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!

      

      

      104. What is our great longing as the Church?

      Our great longing is for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will usher in a new heaven and a new earth where God will dwell with us forever, all sadness and sin will be banished, and worship will never end. Come, Lord Jesus!

      
        
        1 Corinthians 16:22b Our Lord, come!

        Revelation 21:1–4 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

        Revelation 22:3c His servants will worship him.

        Revelation 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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          		64. What is the fifth commandment?


          		65. What does the fifth commandment require?


          		66. What is the sixth commandment?


          		67. What does the sixth commandment require?


          		68. What is the seventh commandment?


          		69. What does the seventh commandment require?


          		70. What is the eighth commandment?


          		71. What does the eighth commandment require?


          		72. What is the ninth commandment?


          		73. What does the ninth commandment require?


          		74. What is the tenth commandment?


          		75. What does the tenth commandment require?


        


      


      		
        Conversion and Baptism
        
          		76. Is anyone able to keep God’s commandments perfectly?


          		77. What then is the purpose of the law since the fall?


          		78. What is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?


          		79. Are we saved by faith alone?


          		80. What is repentance?


          		81. What act of obedience is to follow faith and repentance?


          		82. What is baptism?


          		83. Who should be baptized?


        


      


      		
        The Church
        
          		84. What act of obedience should follow baptism?


          		85. What is the visible or local church?


          		86. Whom does God set apart to lead a local church?


          		87. What is the invisible church?


          		88. What has God commanded the church to do when it gathers for worship?


          		89. What is a sacrament, and what are the sacraments of the church?


          		90. What is the Lord's Supper?


          		91. What is required for us to receive the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner?


        


      


      		
        The Lord’s Prayer
        
          		92. What is prayer?


          		93. What prayer has been given to us to help us pray according to the Father’s will?


          		94. What does calling God, “our Father in heaven” teach us?


          		95. What do we pray for in the first petition, “Hallowed be your name”?


          		96. What do we pray for in the second petition, “Your kingdom come”?


          		97. What do we pray for in the third petition, “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”?


          		98. What do we pray for in the fourth petition, “Give us this day our daily bread”?


          		99. What do we pray for in the fifth petition, “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”?


          		100. What do we pray for in the sixth petition, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”?


        


      


      		
        Our Mission and Great Longing
        
          		101. What is our mission as the Church until the return of Christ?


          		102. How do we glorify God with our vocational fruitfulness?


          		103. How do local churches partner with the whole Church in fulfilling the Great Commission?


          		104. What is our great longing as the Church?
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