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Systematic Theology – “Thinking God’s Thoughts After Him”
Class 1 – Introduction: What is “Systematic Theology”?
2024–2025
Daniel Baker
Cornerstone Fellowship Church
Hello!
John 3:16 Pop-Quiz – Unavoidable Theology
What is “Systematic Theology”? 
More precisely and from a Christian viewpoint, dogmatics is the knowledge that God has revealed in his Word to the church concerning himself and all creatures as they stand in relation to him.
Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics: Prolegomena, trans. John Vriend (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003), 1:38.] 


God’s thoughts cannot be opposed to one another and thus necessarily form an organic unity....The imperative task of the dogmatician is to THINK GOD’S THOUGHTS AFTER HIM and to trace their unity.
Bavinck[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, 1:44.] 


A definition: Systematic theology is the study of what the whole Bible teaches organized by a logical order of topics. 
· What the whole Bible teaches
· Logical order of topics
· What the whole Bible teaches about each topic
What are some other approaches?
Biblical Theology 
Historical Theology 
But our foundation is always a rigorous study of God’s Word.
How is the class organized?
Syllabus
The Reading: Systematic Theology, The Trinity Catechism, The Trinity Confession of Faith
The Trinity Catechism
The Writing
What are some things we need to understand and believe about ________?
400 words (Full-credit), 250 words (half-credit)
The Apostles Creed (p 14)
Next Time...

