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Class 15 — Eschatology:

The Already and the Not Yet of the Christian Life
20242025
Daniel Baker
Cornerstone Fellowship Church

Hello!

Catechism questions 44—47, 104

Where are We Now?
Three statements we’ve looked at:

Systematic theology is the study of what the whole Bible teaches organized in a logical
manner.

The great promise which is the Bible’s storyline:

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:15)

The covenant unfolding throughout the whole Bible:

The covenant of grace is a covenant God makes with the elect sinner where he
promises to save the sinner through the mediator Jesus Christ and by the Spirit
empowering the response of faith.

Eschatology

“Eschatology” means “the study of last things,” from the Greek word eschatos
(Eoxatos), which means “last.”

The whole Bible is eschatological, anticipating the great “last things” to come.
Remember Genesis 3:15!

Always a forward lean. Though the Old Testament is leaning forward to the New
Testament and all that Christ accomplishes, with Christ comes an anticipation of
more to come. The penultimate (second-to-last) verse of our Bible:
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He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus! (Rev 22:20)

The Already and Not Yet

“‘Already” we live in the good of God'’s promises, but we have “not yet”
experienceed their fullness.

The Covenant Formula, “l will be your God, and you will be my people” (Gen
17:7-8; Exod 6:7; Jer 31:33; Heb 8:10; Rev 21:3, 7).

Every time God speaks this, his people “already” experience it. But throughout
salvation history it becomes more true. Our experience of it in the new heaven
and new earth (Rev 21:3, 7) will be unimaginably better than now.

This overlaps with eschatology, because the beginning of “the age to come” is
really here with the resurrection of Christ and the giving of the Spirit. That’s why
Peter can say we are now in “the last days” (Acts 2:17).

Because we are “in Christ” we are “raised with him” and walk “in newness of life”
(Rom 6:3-4). In Christ we are resurrected (already) but also waiting for our
resurrection (not yet).

This Age and the Age to Come
The New Testament speaks of two ages, “this age” and “the age to come”:

Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, *® who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. (Mark
10:29-30)

Eschatology is entering into “the age to come.”

This is true in all the writings of the New Testament (Eph 1:17, 20-21) and is one
reason to reject a coming literal millennium, which would be a third age of a
thousand years inserted between Jesus’ “this age” and his “age to come.”



VL.

7

Personal Eschatology

Eschatology is often divided into “personal eschatology” and “corporate
eschatology” (or words equivalent to these). The idea is the eschatology each of
us experiences “personally” and the eschatology of what we will all experience
“corporately.”

Remember, though, “personal eschatology” deals with things only true of us if we
die before Jesus returns.

A.

Physical Death

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.
(Heb 9:27)

Note that for the Christian, this physical death is not a punishment for sins
but is a deliverance from this body of sin and death.

Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26)

The Intermediate State

This is a term given to the “intermediate state” of our souls between our
physical death and the return of Christ.

For those who die before Jesus returns, the souls of believers will
immediately go to be with Christ, and the souls of unbelievers will
immediately begin their suffering in fire.

About believers, remember Jesus’ words to the one believing thief on the
Cross:

And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.” (Luke 23:43).

About unbelievers, there is Luke 16:19-31, a teaching by Jesus where at
death the unbeliever immediately goes to “Hades” and is “in torment”
(16:23).
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Corporate Eschatology: The Millennium

Why place this here? Because we’re in it now!

“Millennium” means “a thousand years” and refers to the “thousand years” in
Revelation 20:1-7, where that phrase appears numerous times. Satan is bound
for “a thousand years” (v. 2), is released after the thousand years (v. 3), and
God’s people rule with him for a thousand years (vv. 4, 6). This thousand years
(v. 7) is prior to the final judgment of Satan when he’s thrown into the lake of fire
with all of God’s enemies.

The question is, when does John teach us this happens?

Three basic views:

A.

Premillennialism

Named this because it sees Christ returning before (pre-) the millennium.

Dispensational Premillennialism — future literal millennium, future reign
of Christ on “the throne of David” in the millennium, famously holds to a
“rapture” before the millennium when church is removed from final
Great Tribulation, holds to a different plan of Israel and the church
Progressive Dispensationalism — future literal millennium, Christ is
reigning NOW on the throne of David, 4 dispensations instead of 7, no
separate plan for Israel and the church, rapture is when Christ returns
to reign on earth. Two resurrections, one before and one after the
millennium. Relatively new view but very similar to historic
dispensationalism.

Historic/Classical Premillennialism — Like Progressive Disp, but doesn’t
speak of dispensations in the same way. One plan of salvation. Christ
is reigning now on the throne of David. Millennium is where certain OT
passages ‘“literally” fulfilled.

New Creation Millennialism — The millennium is future but it’s really the
first part of the new heaven and new earth. Relatively new view.

Postmillennialism

Named because it sees Christ returning after (post-) the millennium.

“Millennium” is future (likely), is marked by things getting progressively
better until the world is Christianized in a profound and felt way.
Differences on how much it's Christianized. Differences on how the final
Great Tribulation fits into that.
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Passages like Matthew 13:31-33 are important for this view:

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. *? It is the smallest
of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.” *3 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like
leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all
leavened.” (Matt 13:31-33)

Amillennialism

Named because it sees “no” millennium (a-millennium) that is separate
from the current church age. There IS a millennium, it’s just not separate
from the church age.

Why Amillennialism is the Strongest View

FIRST, it agrees with the two-age scheme of Jesus and the apostles.
There is “this age” and there is “the age to come.” Nowhere in Jesus’
teaching or the apostles do we get a sense of a coming millennium on
earth that is not the eternal age to come. One paragraph (Rev 20:1-6) is
simply not enough to get there.

SECOND, how it handles prophecies like Isaiah 65:17-25. This
passage is like a guide telling us how to interpret other similar types of OT
prophecies.

“For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things
shall not be remembered or come into mind.” (Isa 65:17)

But we know from our New Testament when this “new heavens and new
earth” happen:

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. (Rev 21:1)

So, when do the rest of the details in Isa 65:17-25 occur? In the new
heaven and new earth, of course.

Isaiah is writing about eternal things in the language he knows. Jesus
hasn’t yet taught on eternity in ways that radically change how God’s
people understand these things. But again, the strong clue given to us is
the use of the key phrase, “new heaven and new earth.”
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THIRD, how it handles Revelation 19:11-20:10.

In the Premillennial and Postmillennial schemes, Revelation 20:1-6 on the
millennium has to occur BEFORE both 19:17-21 and 20:7-10. The
millennium has to occur BEFORE the beast and false prophet and
enemies of God are throne into the lake of fire (Rev 19:17-21). The
millennium has to occur BEFORE the devil is throne into the lake of fire
(20:7-10).

But this is a problem, because all of God’s enemies are destroyed in
Revelation 19:21: “And the rest were slain by the sword that came from
the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were
gorged with their flesh.”

If 19:17-21 and 20:7-10 are really two different battles, there’s no one left
to fight in 20:7-10 after the battle in 19:17-21.

Clues that these are describing the SAME BATTLE:

The use of the phrase, “the battle” in Revelation 16:14; 19:19; 20:8. Uses
the article in the Greek and very consistently. “THE battle” (fon polemon,
Tov moAepov) refers to the same final battle, while battles without the article
are more general conflicts. These are all referring to the same battle. Part
of the repetition evident throughout Revelation:

For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to
the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for [THE] battle on
the great day of God the Almighty. (Rev 16:14)

And | saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies
gathered to make [THE] war against him who was sitting on the
horse and against his army. (Rev 19:19)

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released
from his prison & and will come out to deceive the nations that are at
the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for
[THE] battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. (Rev 20:7-8)

This is helpful. It means that the pattern of repetition throughout
Revelation (Rev 1-3, 4-7, 8-11, 12-14, 15-16, 17-19, 20-22) is
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happening again. Each of these sections gives us snapshots of the end
times, each time with more detail and more judgment on the chief enemies
of God. The last time we get a picture of the final battle and judgment, it is
the devil himself thrown into the lake of fire (20:7-10).

Then we get to the passage itself:

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon,
that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years,

Remember Jesus’ words about binding the strong man: “How can
someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder
his house.” (Matt 12:29).

A clue of Satan being bound now is the massive spread of
Christianity over the last two thousand years. Two thousand years
is from Abraham to Christ. The growth of God’s people? Minimal.
Since then? Global!

Rev 20:3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years
were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.

If Rev 19:17-21 is supposed to happen after 20:3, as in the
Premillennial scheme, who are these “nations”? They were all
destroyed in 19:21.

Rev 20:4 Then | saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom
the authority to judge was committed. Also | saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God,
and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Death for the Christian is to depart and be with Christ. It is to “come
to life and reign with him” even now. There is a greater experience
of this to come, but it occurs even now. This is the intermediate
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state. Not our final bodily resurrection but still a powerful “coming to
life.”

Rev 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years
were ended. This is the first resurrection.

The unbelieving dead (“the rest of the dead”) experience the
intermediate state but do not “come to life” as we will. They
experience torment and a kind of death where we experience
“paradise” and a rich life.

“The first resurrection” refers to believers from v. 4, not the
unbelieving dead of v. 5. It's helpful to imagine a parenthesis
around “the rest of the dead” phrase.

Rev 20:6a Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!

A clear clue that “the first resurrection” is believers dying and
coming to life with Christ in heaven.

Rev 20:6b Over such the second death has no power, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand
years.

Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be
released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that
are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for
battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.

[Note: The Great Tribulation when things get worse at the very
end happens somewhere right before “the thousand years” are
ended. This is also when “the man of lawlessness” will appear (2
Thess 2:3).]

Christ’s return of Rev 19:11-16 happens here after the thousand
years. At his return, we experience our bodily resurrection.

Now we go back to the final battle of 19:17-21, except now we see
the full and complete outcome. After the church age, Satan is
released for a brief time.
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Rev 20:9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came
down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast
and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. (Rev 20:7-10)

Being John’s last repetition of the final battle, now the devil, too, is
thrown into the lake of fire. The same lake of fire mentioned in
19:17-21.

Rev 20:11 Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on
it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for
them. 12 And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the
book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,
according to what they had done.

After the final battle is the final judgment of works. All of our
works will be examined. Those in Christ have his works as our
salvation! But we also have our good works as our reward. Those
not in Christ are condemned for their evil deeds.

Rev 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades
gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of
them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15
And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.

Again, final judgment and eternal punishment.

Rev 21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And |
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
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and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Rev 21:1-4)

The glory of the new heaven and new earth is that we will dwell
with God forever! All the cursed aspects from the fall are eliminated
from the creation. Our bodies and souls will be glorified, never to
die or suffer again.

We will do work with Christ in the new heaven and new earth.
Reigning with him. Worshiping him. Fellowshiping with him.
Working without any traces of the fall that cursed the earth and our
work. Basking in his glory and with the glorified saints in endless joy
forever.

Vill. Amen! And Thank you!



