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Daniel Baker
Cornerstone Fellowship Church

Hello! Introduction

Catechism questions 48-51, 7677

What is “Christian Ethics”?

John Murray:

“If ethics is concerned with manner of life and behavior, biblical ethics is concerned with
the manner of life and behavior which the Bible requires and which the faith of the Bible
produces.™®

Gospel Grammar: First Indicatives, Then Imperatives

| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called (Eph 4:1).

We are to act toward Christ out of what we ARE in Christ.
Remember the passage we saw when we looked at regeneration:

| will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,
and from all your idols | will cleanse you. 26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new
spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh. 2 And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. (Ezek 36:25-27)

49 John Murray, Principles of Conduct: Aspects of Biblical Ethics (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1957), 12.
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IV. How Do We Know God’s Will?

A.

His Commandments

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)

The Natural Law and the Conscience

Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice
them. (Rom 1:32)

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires,
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. '® They
show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience
also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 6
on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by
Christ Jesus. (Rom 2:14-16)

Discernment/Wisdom

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. ?
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect. (Rom 12:1-2)

Walking by the Spirit

“For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater
burden than these requirements.” (Acts 15:28)

If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. (Gal 5:25)

The Two Great Commandments

To ground our ethics, we start with the two great commandments. These are like
the cornerstones, the stones you place first and then build the whole building
around them.

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 3" And he said to him, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 3
This is the great and first commandment. 3° And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. 4° On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.” (Matt 22:36—40)
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“Depend” is a bit interpretive. The Greek word means “hang.” All God’s
commandments “hang” on these two commandments.

VI. 2 then 10 then All
To organize God’s (moral) commandments, we can think of it like a mobile:
Love God and Love Your Neighbor

| 1

The Decalogue

I 1

The Rest

VIl. Grace at the Beginning, Grace at the End

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil 1:2)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. (Phil 4:23)



