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Class 13 — The Church
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Daniel Baker
Cornerstone Fellowship Church

Hello! Introduction
Catechism questions 84—88

What are your questions about the church?

What is the Church?
The word “church” is from ekklésia and means “gathering” or “congregation.”

In the Greek Old Testament this word is used often. A typical example is
Deuteronomy 4:9-10 to speak of Mt. Sinai:

Take heed to yourself, and guard your soul closely, lest you forget all the things
that your eyes have seen, and let them not be far from your heart all the days of
your life, and you shall direct your sons and your sons’ sons 10 about the day
when you stood before the Lord your God at Choreb, on the day of the
assembly when the Lord said to me, “Assemble the people to me, and let them
hear my words so that they may learn to fear me all the days as long as they live
on the earth and may teach their sons.” (Translation of Septuagint, Deut 4:9-10)

Good to remember this aspect of the word, “church” (ekkl/€sia). It isn’t a building!
I's a “gathering” of God’s people.

The first occurrence in the New Testament is in the teaching of Jesus:

“And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt 16:18-19)

At its broadest level: The church is the elect people of God throughout every
nation and every generation.

As the elect people of God it dates back to the Garden of Eden and continues
into eternity future.
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Yet, the church is also the unique dispensation (era) of the people of God that
began with Pentecost and continues until the return of Christ. In this sense, the
church is that multi-national, multi-generational elect people who are united to
Christ by faith.

This universal (invisible) church is gathered into individual (visible) churches,
which preach God’s Word, practice the sacraments, and exercise church
discipline.

Why So Many Churches?
The many forks in the road:

Roman Catholic vs. Protestant
The Lord’s Supper

Church Government

Baptism

Spiritual Gifts

Lesser Matters
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What is the Mission of the Church?

Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert:

“The answer to the question, ‘What is the mission of the church?’ depends, to a
large degree, on what is meant by the word ‘mission.””*’

Usage of the word “mission” is helpful. The 82" airborne out of Fort Bragg (or is
it Liberty?) gets sent out to accomplish a “mission.” It is not the general purpose
of the Army but the specific purpose for which they’re being sent out.

Why were we sent out?

47 Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, What Is the Mission of the Church?: Making Sense of Social
Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011), 17.
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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matt 28:18-20)

Questions 101-103 from the Trinity Catechism:

Q101. What is our mission as the Church until the return of Christ?

A. Our mission is to glorify God by making disciples of all nations through
obedience to his Word, evangelism, good works, vocational fruitfulness, and
establishing churches. (Matt 28:18-20; 5:16; 1 Cor 10:31)

Q102. How do we glorify God with our vocational fruitfulness?

A. We are to glorify God above all things by obeying his commands in our
families, churches, workplaces, and societies. (Rom 12:1-2; Eph 4:7-16; 5:22—
6:9; Col 3:12—4:1)

Q103. How do local churches partner with the whole Church in fulfilling the Great
Commission? A. Local churches pray and share their resources and people in
cooperation with the whole Church to make disciples and plant churches among
all the peoples of the earth. (Matt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, 13:1-3; Rom 15:18-21;
Eph 6:19; Phil 1:3-7; Rev 5:9-14; Ps 67).

You and the Church

A great exhortation from John Stott in his commentary on Ephesians:

If the church is central to God'’s purpose, as seen in both history and the gospel, it must
surely also be central to our lives. How can we take lightly what God takes so seriously?
How dare we push to the circumference what God has placed at the center? No, we
shall seek to become responsible church members, active in some local manifestation of
the universal church. We shall not be able to acquiesce in low standards which fall far
short of the New Testament ideals for God’s new society....If instead we keep before us
the vision of God’s new society as his family, his dwelling place and his instrument in the
world, then we shall constantly be seeking to make our church’s worship more authentic,
its fellowship more caring and its outreach more compassionate. In other words, we shall
be ready to pray, to work and if necessary to suffer in order to turn the vision into a
reality.*®

48 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians, BST (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2021),
129-30.



