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The Summary

The goal in our policy and process of church membership is to make our member roll mirror as
closely as possible the list of born-again and baptized (as believers) Christians who have
committed to our church—regardless of their age. Right now we have “Adult Members” but no
clear place to recognize members who are minors. Our idea is to create the status of “Child
Member” for those children of parents in our church who are believers and baptized and have
committed to Cornerstone. We’re sending this to you for feedback to be received by the
end of January, 2026.

First, let's do a quick review of membership itself.
The Theology of Membership

“The church” in the New Testament is defined as “the body of Christ” and consists of all those
regenerated by the Spirit (1 Cor 12:12-13). Individual Christians are “individually members” of
Christ’'s body (1 Cor 12:13). It is this terminology behind our use of words like Church “member”
and “membership.”

Only God in his omniscience knows the heart of an individual, but the New Testament also
demonstrates the pattern of taking people at their word. When they profess Christ with a
sufficient understanding, we are to receive them as Christians. You can hear this idea in 1
Corinthians 1:2,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours. (1 Cor 1:2)

A Christian is identified by this profession of faith (“call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”)
but also by baptism. You can see the place of baptism in Acts 2:36-41:

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they were cut
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he
bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked



generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:36-41)

In Acts 2:36—-41 there is a series of steps important to our discussion. The gospel call goes out

(v. 36), the people ask what they should do (v. 37), they are told to “repent and be baptized” (v.

38), the people who believe are baptized (v. 41), and then these people who have believed and
been baptized “were added” to the church in Jerusalem (v. 41).

Our Catechism speaks to this progression in Questions 81 and 84:

81. What act of obedience is to follow faith and repentance? Baptism by immersion in
water is to follow faith and repentance.

84. What act of obedience should follow baptism? Those who are rightly baptized should
join a visible and orderly church of Jesus Christ.

Joining a church can require some investigation and discernment in a place where there are
many options available (like Apex, North Carolina). Joining a church allows the Christian to obey
the numerous “one another” commands in our New Testament and to serve and be served in
ways that enable us to grow as Christians, put sin to death, and impact the world for the sake of
Christ in myriad ways.

Buit...
What About Children?

The Bible presents no age criteria for conversion, baptism or church membership in the Bible.
The only clear pattern is that faith (and repentance) will accompany understanding, baptism is to
follow after faith, and church membership is expected of Christians after baptism.

Yet, the Bible does not assume that adults and children are identical and interchangeable in the
church. Some commands are addressed specifically to children (Eph 6:1-3; Col 3:20; the
numerous places where Proverbs speaks to “My son,” Prov 1:8, 10, 15; 2:1; 3:1, 11, 21; etc.),
but at times parents are being addressed apart from their children. Of course, it is assumed in
such places that the children will hear and obey these commands when they have children of
their own. Deuteronomy 6 is an example:

“These words that | command you today shall be on your heart. ” You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” (Deut 6:6—7)

This same idea appears in the fourth commandment about the Sabbath. God’s people are to
‘remember the Sabbath” and not do any work, and this includes, “you, or your son, or your
daughter” (Exod 20:10). The minors are to keep the Sabbath, too, but it seems that the
command is explicitly addressed to the parents who then see to it that their sons and daughters
will also keep the Sabbath. The point here is that the children and parents have a different



responsibility with respect to their commandments, even though both are to obey them within
their respective stations.

Authority in the Church and Home

Elders have authority in the church (Heb 13:17; 1 Tim 5:17), an authority that is under Christ’s
complete authority (Matt 28:18). But children are to be submitted to the authority of their parents
(Eph 6:1). This means that in the church, a child who is a member of the church will be under
both authorities. And thus, an elder will relate to a child differently than an adult member, since
an adult has a more independent standing in the church. An elder relates to a child member with
a respect for the authority of the parent.

Being a Committed Member in a Church

Membership in one church and not another involves a commitment on the part of a Christian
where he/she is choosing to submit to the elders of that church and choosing to love and serve
and care for the other members of that church as God leads. It implies at least some awareness
of what such commitments require.

But with child members, is such a commitment possible?

We think the answer is a qualified “yes.” A child is not able to make a commitment in the same

way that an adult can. Yet, a child can make a commitment appropriate to his/her development.
Schools and youth sports and youth orchestras operate with this idea, expecting commitments

by children even though they are only children.

Two Categories of Membership: “Adult Member” and “Child Member”

As we said above, the goal of a church membership policy is to see that there is as much
alignment as possible between the member roll of the local church and those who are true
Christians and have covenanted with that church for service and protection. Thus, if there are
some participating in our church who are not Christians, there is a problem. And if there are
Christians who are participating for a significant period of time in our church who are not
members, that, too, is a problem. We believe that having believing and baptized children who
are not explicitly recognized as members is an aspect of this second problem.

Yet, we want to do this with an awareness that a child member is different in some ways from an
adult member, particularly because of the role of the parent in his life. We expect that as elders
we will most often relate to a child member in coordination with their parents.

Our idea is to create a new status of membership in our church called “Child Member.” Right
now we have “Adult Members” and “Child-of-Member” for the children in an adult’s family. Now
we will add “Child Member” as a status for a child who (1) is a baptized Christian and (2) who
has told us they want to be a member of Cornerstone.



We sitill think it is a significant stage of development when a child becomes an adult, and this is
true in their spiritual lives as well. So we will ask a “Child Member” to make a decision to
become an “Adult Member” at that time.

We know that 18—-20 yr olds are sometimes in a period of flux for a while, so this won’t be an
immediate decision the day they become a high school graduate. But by the time they are 20 or
so, we will expect them to have made this decision.

If the child decides to become a member at this point, he would take the membership class and
then become an “Adult Member.” If the child decides not to join, she would become an
“Attender” and no longer a “Child Member.”

Church Discipline?

Church discipline is practiced for the sake of Christ, for the protection of his church, for the
rescue of the sinner, and for the reputation of Christ in the world. The decision to extend
membership to “Child Members” is also a decision to exercise church discipline with them as
needed. The place of parental authority and the vulnerable position of a child developmentally
means that church discipline will be practiced with great care, restraint, and discretion. Much will
be determined on a case-by-case basis, even if church discipline will still follow the basic
procedure outlined in our Member Handbook.

Basic Proposal for Child Members
The basic proposal for child members is this:

e Cornerstone will have 3 member statuses: (1) Adult member; (2) Child Member (for a
person baptized as a believer and who has given a minor’s commitment to the church);
(3) Child-of-Member (for a child of a member who has not been baptized or made a
minor’s commitment to the church).

e In the future, baptism will trigger questions for the baptisal candidate about church
membership. A child baptism candidate committing to the church would become a “Child
Member.” A child baptism candidate not able to commit to the church would remain a
“Child-of-Member.” This membership interview for the baptism candidate could happen
at the same time as the baptism interview for the candidate.

e Questions we would ask a baptism candidate regarding church membership will be ones
like the following:

o What is “the church™?

o What is the difference between “the Church” in a passage like Ephesians 5:23
(“Christ is the head of the church”) and “the church” in a passage like Romans
16:5 (“the church that meets in their house”)? (i.e., the church universal and
particular church, the invisible church and the visible church, etc.).

What kinds of things does a person do who is a member of a local church?

How is a person helped by being a member of a church?

Would you like to become a member of Cornerstone?

This is material like that found in the Trinity Catechism, questions 84—91.
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https://cornerstoneapex.org/about-us/the-trinity-catechism

e The commitments a child would make to Cornerstone to become a “Child Member”
would include:
o A commitment to love the other members in church (including the ones in their
own family!)
o A commitment to serve in church—using gifts given to them by the Spirit to bless
others
o A commitment to submit to the elders of the church
o A commitment to give to the church—as he/she is able
e Child Members would be listed in our annual presentation of the “Member Roll” at the
September Family Meeting and be added to the official list of members used by the
elders.

What About Minors who are Already Baptized?

We know some of our minors (“child-of-member”) are already baptized. We need a way for them
to consider church membership at an age-appropriate level. Our plan is to have a Sunday
morning class in the spring that would go over what it means to be a member of the
church.

The class would cover 2 basic things: (1) What is the church? (2) What does it mean to be a
member of the church?

Participants can then discuss with their parents whether they want to become “child members.”
If they do, they can tell the office. We will provide a way to do that.

Period of Feedback

We are sending this to you now as part of a period of feedback. Between now and the end of
January, please consider this, pray about it, and ask the elders any followup questions. Feel
free to express your concerns and observations to us through an email or setting up a meeting
with one of us. We’d love to hear your thoughts!

On behalf of the eldership,

Daniel



